Nicaragua Mission 2008

Background on Nicaragua

Nicaragua is the largest, yet
the most sparsely settled of the
Central American countries,
with a population of 5.4 million,
(about the same as metro To-
ronto and the Niagara Penin-
sula). It is bound on the north
by Honduras, on the east by
the Caribbean Sea, on the
south by Costa Rica and by the
Pacific Ocean on the west.

In recent years, many Nica-
raguans have been turning to
the Lord. In 1972, a devastat-
ing earthquake destroyed
much of Managua, the Capital.
The central core of the city was
never rebuilt; only one major
building is still standing. This
natural disaster unified the
church for evangelism through
mass crusades and out-
reach programs. The vio-
lence and despair of the
war years, which fol-
lowed, also contributed
to this movement. From
1960 to 1990, the evan-
gelical church grew
from1.9% to 15 % of the popu-
lation. The figure is now over
30% of the population.

In the fall of 1998, Nicaragua
was hit by another natural dis-
aster, Hurricane Mitch. Thou-
sands were Kkilled in Central
America, including more than
2,000 in Nicaragua. Much
damage was done to the coun-
try.

This past summer, hurricane
Erika hit parts of Nicaragua.
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Background on our
Missionary Partners

Larry and Donna Wright
married young and have been
married for 45 years. Larry
started preaching at 18 years
of age and has evangelized,
and done missionary work in
many countries.

The Wrights had been work-
ing in Nicaragua
for several years,
but in 2001 they
bought a house #&™
and 76 acres of o
property for the
Mission Outreach
Center in Nicara-
gua. They operate a large chil-
dren's ministry, with feeding
programs (now feeding 19,000
children daily), clothing minis-

try and evangel-
ism in the
streets and
ot h e r
churches. There
is also a church
on the property
with a couple of Nicaraguan
pastors.

In partnership with Medical
Ministry International (MMI),
they are beginning to serve the
communities medical needs.
They are in the process of
building a medical facility at
the center. Short term medical
projects started in 2006. Plans
are underway to run an eye
project in 2008.

Two years ago the Wrights

took on the responsibility of
the local school, to support
and improve the opportunity
for more to get a basic educa-
tion.

It had been a one room
school house, with one
teacher for all grades. Many
of the children in the area have
not attended. Others had
never gone past third grade.
They started with four class-
rooms and several teachers.
Where less than 100 children
were in school, there are now
approximately 400.

One of the building pro-
grams is constructing two ad-
ditional classrooms. They plan
to add another grade for
school opening in Feb 2008,
just before we arrive.

Larry and Donna have three
children and five grandchil-
dren, all of which love and
serve the Lord. God has
blessed them, so now they
have chosen to move to Nica-
ragua where they help and
minister to hundreds of chil-
dren. The children there are
their passion but there is still
much work to be done for the
Kingdom of God.



